
The Halfway
The Halfway has a vast array of shops 
and restaurants but feedback from local 
residents shows an unaware-ness of the nearby car 
park. Your Conservative Team have put forward a 
plan for a larger double sided sign to indicate that 
there is a car park 

25% CAR PARK PRICE HIKE
With on-street parking and increased awareness of 
the car park can boost local businesses footfall. The 
25% increase in parking charges passed by the 
LibDem/RA administration will deter shoppers and 
increase the misery already 
being felt by local shops. The 
Birds Eye development shall 
further increase retail units, 
but there appears to be a 
shortage of parking spaces .

HALFWAY GREEN
The Halfway Green 
surrounded by its mature 
trees, would make for a great 
location to sit and watch the 
world go by, with a coffee or 
a light bite from the halfway. 
With the significant increase in flats, residents are 
concerned with the lack of green spaces to enjoy 
with friends or their families and your local 
Conservative team will continue to preserve our 
green ‘lungs’.

We will look to the future by supporting our 
local shops and balancing that with the needs of 
residents.

Your Local Conservative Team is focussed on 
improving the Halfway by working with our borough 
and county councillor colleagues to secure additional 
funding for further seating on the Halfway Green and 
better signage. 

What does your local community need? A new community centre? Collaborative work 
space? A community food growing space? A space to train and learn?

Your Surrey County Councillors Rachael Lake and Tony Samuels are 
promoting Surrey’s ‘Big Idea’ and encourage you to speak to your neighbours and 
community groups in your area about how you can deliver exciting, inspiring and 
'place-changing' projects together.

Projects that meet the criteria and prove that they will deliver a positive benefit 
for local people will be taken through an application process and the first funding will 
be administered in Spring 2021. Over 300 potential projects have been posted on 
Surrey’s website - surreycc.gov.uk.
• The Fund can be used for Capital, one-off costs - the Fund cannot pay for ongoing 

running and maintenance costs;
• Projects that fit with the aims of Surrey's Community Vision;
• Projects that have the support of your local community.
To find out more contact Rachael or Tony with your idea and how to apply. Further 
information may be found on the Surrey County Council website - 

Caption

Local news from your  
local Conservative Team

Protect Our 
Environment 
During the lockdowns, particularly during the 
Summer some residents have left our parks and 
open spaces covered in rubbish from picnics and 
barbecues. Cty Cllr Rachael Lake said: “it has cost 
the councils across Surrey tens of thousands of 
pounds to clear up the mess, including Elmbridge. 
We now have face masks to contend with. The 
message is clear ‘Take It Home’.

Left to right:Cllr Malcolm 
Howard and Cllr Chris Cross


Ansell Hall

Parking 
changes in 
Station Rd	
The Walton South team, led 
by Malcolm Howard, 
Christine Cross and John 
Cope, have worked hard to 
obtain the much needed 4 
extra parking spaces for the 
taxis at Walton Station 
during peak times and used 
for 8 extra free short stay 
public parking spaces for the rest of the day.
The LibDem/RA have also grabbed more cash from 
parking at the cost of the hard-pressed rail 
commuters.	Surrey County Council through Tony 
Samuels have confirmed that four extra spaces will be 
allocated for taxis along Station Avenue for their sole 
use during peak hours. This will happen this year 
subject to the pandemic.

Spring 2021Posted by your local Walton Conservative Team

Elmgrove Hall
Cllr Christine Richardson is championing 
the redevelopment of Elmgrove Hall 
supported by Cllr Chris Cross and County 
Councillor Rachael Lake. Chris and 
Rachael support Christine so that 
Elmgrove Hall does not lie derelict for 
several years like the Ansell Hall.	

Left 
to right: 
Dominic Raab 
MP and  
Cllr Malcolm 
Howard.

Above: Cllr Christine Richardson 
together with prospective Walton 
Central candidate Paul Liptrot, are 
seeking to ensure that there is a 
community facility within the re-
development and that it will not 
close the current hall until the 
building works start.


Left: Cllr Chris Cross 

by the derelict Ansell Hall.




REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
The 2020 Remembrance Day was yet another victim 
of Covid. As numbers had to be limited to attend the 
service and to those laying wreathes the 
commemoration service was transmitted via 
Podcast. The County and British Legion wreaths 
were laid by local councillors Rachael Lake and 
Christine Richardson at the Walton War Memorial.

‘PETNAPPING’ 
Surrey has seen an increase in the theft of 
dogs and more recently cats. Residents are 
asked to be vigilant and report any suspicious 
behaviour, or if you spot a lost pet please make 
a report to Surrey Police 
via www.surrey.police.uk This is a terrible and 

sadly growing offence that emotionally affects owners of all ages. 

SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL CANDIDATES 
Rachael Lake and Tony Samuels are re-standing for the County Council 
and will continue to protect our local environment and provide a strong 
voice for all residents to make our area an even better place to live, work 
and raise a family.

Walton 
RACHAEL LAKE 
Rachael believes it is vital that appropriate 
infrastructure is in place before large scale 
residential and commercial developments are 
built. She will champion for good quality roads, 
pavements, cycle and mobility access.
Walton has the busiest roads in Elmbridge and 
Rachael will ensure it gets its fair share of the 
£265m funding available due to the county’s Conservative administration’s 
excellent budget management.
Young people are a priority for Rachael and in 2009 she founded the Elmbridge 
Community Fishing Academy for 8-16 year olds. She is also working with the 
new Heathside Walton school management team to ensure the necessary 
infrastructure is in place to make it a flagship school for Walton residents.

Walton South & Oatlands 
TONY SAMUELS 
Walton and Oatlands have one of the highest 
levels of air pollution and Tony has been 
vociferous in his support for the 
implementation of effective mitigation 
measures. Traffic is a major contributor to air 
quality and HGV traffic plays a large part in 
this and Tony will not support any 
development of Walton South and Oatlands 
because of its detrimental effect.
Tony is the most recent chairman of Surrey County Council and has seen first 
hand how our NHS and uniformed services have handled the pandemic and in 
his position he has supported our Police, Fire & Rescue and Ambulance crews 
as much as possible.
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x Elmbridge Borough Council has given the green light to proposals for a new 
Ansell Hall on Oakbank Avenue in Fieldcommon. The new hall will be made 

available for community uses and activi-
ties including and public hire. The devel-
opment also includes 10 flats and 25 
parking spaces. The current hall (left) 
was closed in 2008 and Cllr Chris Cross 
has long campaigned for a replacement. 
SKH VaLG ´I am delighted at last Field-
common will be getting a community hall 
again. I can·t wait to see it open.µ 

 
x The Elmbridge Community Lottery launches on 28 February, raising cash for  

local schools, scouts and other non-profit organisations. The initiative, which 
was approved by the last Conservative Cabinet, will see players able to buy 
WLFNHWV YLa WKH CRXQFLO·V ZHEVLWH IRU �1 ZLWK 60% RI WKH SURFHHGV  JRLQJ WR 
good causes. There will be a weekly draw with a jackpot of £25,000, or    
players could win £2,000, £250, £25 or 3 free tickets. Local groups can    
register to benefit by emailing lottery@elmbridge.gov.uk.  

 
x Surrey County Council is to plant 1.2 million trees by 2030, one for every   

resident. Leader Cllr Tim Oliver helped plant the first of the trees in October, 
and towns and villages will also receive them in due course. The trees, which 
will purify air, filter water and provide a home for wildlife, are part of the    
CRQVHUYaWLYH CRXQFLO·V ¶JUHHQHU IXWXUH· SOaQ. 

 
x WaOWRQ·V CRQVHUYaWLYH CRXQFLOORUV hold a surgery on the first Saturday of 

each month at Walton Library from 10am to 12 noon.  
 
x PA Housing have submitted a planning 

application to demolish the 64-flat 
Thames View House (right) and replace 
it with a new block of 97 flats. The new 
building would vary from six to nine   
storeys high and have 99 parking spac-
es and 103 cycles space. The existing 
nursey would be re-provided on ground 
floor. PA are aiming for 45 flats to be 
affordable rent, 30 shared ownership 
and 22 for market sale.  

 
 

Promoted by Peter Szanto on behalf of Esher & Walton Conservative Association, both of 3 Bridle Close, Kingston Upon Thames, KT1 2JW, and printed by DirectColour Ltd, Unit 1&2, Chessington Trade Park, Cox Ln, Chessington, KT9 1TW  

FORT HOUSE MOVE REFUSED 
The Planning Inspectorate, an independent government body, has refused the local 
NHS·V aSSOLFaWLRQ WR PRYH WKH FRUW 
House Surgery from Hersham Road to 
an used ward at Walton Hospital in 
Rodney Road.  
 
In a decision published in November, 
the Inspector found that there would 
EH ´significant parking      issuesµ aQG 
WKaW, LQ WKH ´absence of achievable 
mitigation measures[«]the harm to 
the living conditions of residents 
through inconvenience would be con-
siderable, permanent and long-
standingµ.  
 
The local NHS have stated are committed to finding suitable premises to allow the 
VXUJHU\ WR RSHUaWH IURP a ¶PRGHUQ aQG aFFHVVLEOH VSaFH WKaW PHHWV WKH QHHGV RI 
SaWLHQWV·.  
 

POLICE ELECTION 
Surrey Conservatives have 
chosen Charlie Chirico as 
their candidate to be       
SXUUH\·V QH[W PROLFH aQG 
Cr ime Commiss ioner 
(PCC). The PCC sets the 
police budget and strategic 
direction and holds the 
Chief Constable to account 
on  behalf of residents. 
 
Charlie is an experienced 
criminal lawyer who has 
worked for the Crown Pros-
ecution Service and man-
aged teams of solicitors.  
 
Her top priority, if elected 
in May, will be to secure    
SXUUH\·V VKaUH RI WKH 
20,000 extra police that 
the Prime Minister has promised, and bolster the police presence on our 
streets, catching more criminals and deterring crime. 
 
CKaUOLH VaLG: ´People tell me on the doorsteps that they rarely see a police 
officer. That·s not good enough and it has to change. As well as recruiting 
more officers, I·ll make sure that the\ all walk the beat, regardless of their 
rank, and that people are made aware of who their neighbourhood officers 
are. I want the public to feel confident about passing on information about 
criminal activity, knowing it will be acted on.µ 
 
If elected, she will also ensure that more police are on duty at busy times, 
such as Saturday nights, and that burglary victims get a visit on the same 
day to capture vital forensic evidence. She wants to protect vulnerable 
young people from being groomed by drugs gangs, and work with local MPs 
to improve government funding for Surrey Police.  
 
Charlie intends to hold surgeries in town centres and engage with schools. 
´I want to be accountable to Surre\·s 1.2 million residents and visible,µ VKH 
says. Find out more at www.charliechirico.org.uk.  
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floor. PA are aiming for 45 flats to be 
affordable rent, 30 shared ownership 
and 22 for market sale.  
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FORT HOUSE MOVE REFUSED 
The Planning Inspectorate, an independent government body, has refused the local 
NHS·V aSSOLFaWLRQ WR PRYH WKH FRUW 
House Surgery from Hersham Road to 
an used ward at Walton Hospital in 
Rodney Road.  
 
In a decision published in November, 
the Inspector found that there would 
EH ´significant parking      issuesµ aQG 
WKaW, LQ WKH ´absence of achievable 
mitigation measures[«]the harm to 
the living conditions of residents 
through inconvenience would be con-
siderable, permanent and long-
standingµ.  
 
The local NHS have stated are committed to finding suitable premises to allow the 
VXUJHU\ WR RSHUaWH IURP a ¶PRGHUQ aQG aFFHVVLEOH VSaFH WKaW PHHWV WKH QHHGV RI 
SaWLHQWV·.  
 

POLICE ELECTION 
Surrey Conservatives have 
chosen Charlie Chirico as 
their candidate to be       
SXUUH\·V QH[W PROLFH aQG 
Cr ime Commiss ioner 
(PCC). The PCC sets the 
police budget and strategic 
direction and holds the 
Chief Constable to account 
on  behalf of residents. 
 
Charlie is an experienced 
criminal lawyer who has 
worked for the Crown Pros-
ecution Service and man-
aged teams of solicitors.  
 
Her top priority, if elected 
in May, will be to secure    
SXUUH\·V VKaUH RI WKH 
20,000 extra police that 
the Prime Minister has promised, and bolster the police presence on our 
streets, catching more criminals and deterring crime. 
 
CKaUOLH VaLG: ´People tell me on the doorsteps that they rarely see a police 
officer. That·s not good enough and it has to change. As well as recruiting 
more officers, I·ll make sure that the\ all walk the beat, regardless of their 
rank, and that people are made aware of who their neighbourhood officers 
are. I want the public to feel confident about passing on information about 
criminal activity, knowing it will be acted on.µ 
 
If elected, she will also ensure that more police are on duty at busy times, 
such as Saturday nights, and that burglary victims get a visit on the same 
day to capture vital forensic evidence. She wants to protect vulnerable 
young people from being groomed by drugs gangs, and work with local MPs 
to improve government funding for Surrey Police.  
 
Charlie intends to hold surgeries in town centres and engage with schools. 
´I want to be accountable to Surre\·s 1.2 million residents and visible,µ VKH 
says. Find out more at www.charliechirico.org.uk.  
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YOUR LOCAL WALTON CONSERVATIVE TEAM

ELMBRIDGE PROSPECTIVE COUNCIL CANDIDATES 

Walton South  
JOHN COPE 
Currently John is a Director of a charity that every 
year helps many thousands of people go to 
university, college, or start an apprenticeship. 
Alongside this, he is also a governor of a special 
needs school and has been appointed by central 
government to the board of the organisation that 
oversees the apprenticeship and technical education 
system in England.

Returning Elmbridge to an efficiently run council 
won’t be easy and a new Conservative council 
administration would need a robust recovery plan in place.

John will ensure Walton has a strong voice and his main priorities are: 

• Regenerate the Halfway shops and support local businesses hit by the pandemic. 
• Protect and improve our local green spaces, including the park on Severn Drive. 
• Campaign for a more efficient council and keep Council Tax as low as possible. 

Walton North 
LEWIS BROWN 
Lewis has grown up in the ward in 
Cambridge Road, attended Grovelands 
School and served as a local councillor in 
Elmbridge between 2014 and 2019, He’s 
always been passionate about improving 
his hometown. 
Times have been incredibly tough for all 
and local businesses are going to need all 
the support they can get from their representatives. Heathside Walton is a 
wonderful opportunity for local pupils but Lewis knows a development like this 
brings challenges and concerns like traffic. Lewis will also campaign for a 
renewed focus on keeping our streets and green spaces clean.

Walton Central 
PAUL LIPTROT 
Paul Liptrot and his wife, Cathryn, 
have lived in Walton for more than 30 
years.  He was brought up in the 
borough and attended schools here. 
They live in Sandy Way and are active 
members of the Sandy Way Residents’ 
Association. This means he is well aware of the issues in Walton Central and has 
the experience and knowledge to tackle them, working closely with Councillor 
Christine Richardson and County Councillors Rachael Lake and Tony Samuels.

Planning is one of Paul’s top concerns and challenging poor developments is a 
priority.  He wants to see Walton’s streets kept smart, a vibrant town centre and 
protection for our parks and play areas.

Paul is a semi-retired journalist with an office in Hersham and he always cycles 
between home and office.
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